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ABSTRACT

Thesis Topic Analyzing the beliefs and traditions in the Bai Sri Su Khwan

ceremony from an ethical perspective

Student’s Name Phramaha Niti Thiradhammo (Phromkhaw)
Degree Sought Master of Arts

Program Program in Buddhism and Philosophy
Anno Domini 2026

Advisor Dr. Kitsuchin Ponsen

Analyze the beliefs in the Bai Sri Su Kwan ceremony according to ethics
is a qualitative research study with three main objectives: 1) to study the beliefs in
the Bai Sri Su Khwan ceremony, 2)to study the related ethical principles, and 3) to
analyze these beliefs according to ethics. Data was collected from primary and
secondary sources such-as Buddhist scriptures, local literature, and related
research.

The research findings revealed:

1. The core betlief in the Bai Sri Su Khwan ceremony is based on
“Khwan” (spirit/soul), which refers to life force and mental stability. The ceremony
is a process of calling the spirit back to the body to create balance between body
and spirit.

2. From an ethical perspective, the ceremony deeply integrates
Buddhist ethics, including the Five Precepts, eratitude, the Four Sublime States
(Brahma Vihara), and the Four Principles of Social Harmony (Sanghahavattu), which
are reflected in the symbols in the Bai Sri offering tray and the chants for calling
the spirit back.

3. The ethical analysis indicates that the Bai Sri Su Khwan ceremony
functions as... “The ‘cultural ethical system’ plays a crucial role at three levels: at
the individual level, it helps restore consciousness and awareness; at the
community level, it creates ethical bonds and unity through participation; and at

the societal level, it helps maintain universal order and virtues.



Therefore, this ritual is not merely a belief in auspiciousness, but a
strategy for cultivating virtues such as gratitude, compassion, and social

responsibility, ensuring their sustainable transmission from generation to generation.

Keywords: Beliefs, Bai Sri Su Khwan ceremony, Thai culture, ethic
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