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ABSTRACT

Thesis Topic Buddhism Propagation in a Multicultural Society Based on

the Four Iddhipada Principles in Sadao District, Songkhla

Province
Student’s Name Phra Promsan Apiwattano (Pittayawiwatkul)
Degree Sought Master of Arts
Program Program in Buddhist Studies for Development
Anno Domini 2026
Advisor Phrakhrubowonchaiwat, Dr.

This thesis aimed to: (1) examine concepts and theories related to the
propagation of Buddhism in a multicultural society; (2) study the Four Bases of
Accomplishment (Iddhipada) -in Theravada Buddhism; and (3) analyze the
application of the Four Bases of Accomplishment in the propagation of Buddhism
within the multicultural context of Sadao District, Songkhla Province. This study
employed a qualitative research methodotogy through documentary research and
fieldwork to collect in-depth data.

The findings revealed that the propagation of Buddhism in a multicultural
society requires an attitude of acceptance and respect for diversity, as well as the
creation of common spaces that foster peaceful coexistence. In this regard, the Four
Bases of Accomplishment serve as an-important ethical driving force. They consist
of: Chanda, aspiration or willingness, referring to love for and faith in the mission of
Buddhist propagation with-an emphasis._on peace; Viriya, effort or perseverance,
referring to persistent attempts to adapt to and learn from complex social contexts;
Citta, dedication or attentiveness, referring to sincere concern for and understanding
of the diverse ways of life of local people; and VImaMsa, investigation or wise
reflection, referring to the use of wisdom to carefully consider and assess situations
in order to determine appropriate approaches that do not conflict with or undermine
the beliefs of other religions.

The analysis of the application of the Four Bases of Accomplishment in

Sadao District, Songkhla Province—a border area characterized by ethnic diversity



among Thai, Chinese, and Malay communities, as well as the coexistence of
Buddhists and Muslims—found that Buddhist propagation is carried out primarily
through humanitarian principles and relationship-building as foundations for
communicating the Dhamma. Respect for religious differences, Chanda in cultivating
friendship, and Viriya in maintaining continuous communication and mutual
understanding within a multicultural context have contributed to a form of Buddhist
propagation that goes beyond merely increasing the number of Buddhist adherents.
Rather, it emphasizes the dissemination of moral and ethical values that promote
peaceful, supportive, and sustainable coexistence among people of diverse cultural

and religious backgrounds.

Keywords: Buddhist Propagation, Multicultural Society, Iddhipada IV
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