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ABSTRACT

Dissertation Topic Application of the Principles in Suttanta Pitaka to Develop

the Administration of the Sangha
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(TUATUEAN)

Degree Sought Doctor of Political Science
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Anno Domini 2026

Advisor Ketsada Phathong

This research entitled “The Application of Dhamma Principles in the Sutta
Pitaka for the Development of Sangha Administration” had three objectives: 1) to
study the Dhamma principles related to Sangha administration found in the Sutta
Pitaka; 2) to study the application of these:Dhamma principles for the development
of Sangha administration; and 3) to propose guidelines for applying these Dhamma
principles to develop Sangha administration. This study employed a qualitative
research methodology through documentary research, in-depth interviews with 30
key informants, and focus group discussions with 12 experts. The data were analyzed
using content analysis' and inductive analysis.

The findings revealed that: 1) the significant Dhamma principles include
Dhammadhipateyya, the Ten Rajadhamma, the Seven Aparihdniyadhammas, the
Threefold Training, and principles derived from the Agganfia Sutta and Cakkavatti
Sutta. These principles emphasize ' governance based on'Dhamma, legitimacy,
equality, unity, and ethical leadership; 2) the application of these principles can
provide a framework for policy formulation, decision-making, fair administration,
monitoring, and leadership development, thereby promoting transparency and
accountability; and 3) guidelines for application should be implemented at three
levels: the individual level, by developing ethical leadership based on the Threefold
Training; the organizational level, by applying the Seven Aparihaniyadhammas and

good governance; and the social level, by promoting temples as centers for



Y

community development. Dhamma should serve as the central foundation to

ensure ethical, transparent, fair, effective, and sustainable Sangha administration.

Keywords: Sangha Administration, Agganfia Sutta, Cakkavatti Sutta,

Aparih@niyadhamma, Ten Rajadhamma
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