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ABSTRACT

Thesis Topic An Analytical Study of Buddhist Propagation by the Tai Yai

Sangha in Kengtung

Student’s Name Phra Siharnarda Silchoto

Degree Sought Master of Arts

Program Program in Buddhist Studies for Development
Anno Domini 2026

Advisor Assistant Professor Dr. Thanakorn Choosukhserm

This research entitled “An Analytical Study of Buddhist Propagation by the
Tai Yai Sangha in Kengtung” aims to 1) study the dissemination of Buddhism, 2) study
the dissemination of Buddhism by the Tai Yai Sangha in Kengtung, and 3) analyze
the process of Buddhist dissemination by the Tai Yai Sangha in Kengtung. This study
employed qualitative documentary research methodology by examining data from
the local history of Kengtung, the Tipitaka, books, research works, academic articles,
journals, and related documents.

The research revealed the following:

1) The propagation of Buddhism according to the principles of the Ovada-
Patimokkha consists of three components: principles, ideology, and methods. The
three fundamental principles are: abstaining from all evil, cultivating wholesome
deeds, and purifying the mind. These encompass the observance of moral precepts,
the ten wholesome courses of action (kusala-kamma-patha), the abandonment of
unwholesome roots (akusala=mUla), the practice of the Noble Eightfold Path, and
the cultivation of samatha and vipassand. meditation to'eliminate the hindrances
(nlvaraNa) and latent defilements (anusaya), leading to wisdom that realizes the
Three Characteristics (tilakkhana).

2) The propagation of Buddhism by the Tai Yai Sangha in Kengtung, although
under the administration of the Union of Myanmar, has maintained its traditional
ecclesiastical structure and monastic titles. The Supreme Ecclesiastical Patriarch

(Somdet Achayadhamma) serves as the head, and the Tai Yai Sangha Organization



of Shan State was established in 1955 (B.E. 2498) to promote unity. In terms of
education, both monastic and non-monastic systems are organized, with the
development of curricula in Pali, Tai Yai language, and state education programs.
Additionally, the Pali Canon has been edited and translated into the Tai Yai
language.

3) The analysis indicates that the Tai Yai Sangha has successfully integrated
the principles of the Ovada-Patimokkha with social, cultural, and political contexts
in an appropriate manner. It has promoted education, public welfare, religious
institutions, and traditional rituals as centers of learning and Dhamma practice. As a
result, Buddhism has become an integral part of community life and has sustainably

preserved Tai Yai identity up to the present day:

Keywords: Buddhist Propagation, Tai Yai Sangha, Kengtung
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